
IPA Guide
Below is a very basic guide to the International Phonetic Alphabet symbols used in IPANow! Online and the sounds they represent.

Language(s) in which this sound occurs:

IPA Symbol English Example(s) Notes English Latin Italian Spanish German French

[?]  uh oh! glottal stop ● ●

[@] destruction only in unstressed syllables ● ● ●

[2] n/a lips: [e]  tongue/jaw: [o] ● ●

[9] n/a lips: [E]  tongue/jaw: [O] ● ●

[9~] n/a nasalized [9] ●

[æ] gather ●

[a] n/a "bright" ah sound ● ● ● ●

[A] father, shot "dark" ah sound ● ● ●

[A~] n/a nasalized [A] ●

[ɐ] n/a similar to [ʌ] in English ●

[b] boat ● ● ● ● ● ●

[β] n/a soft [b]; lips slightly apart ●

[C] human German "ichlaut" ● ● ●

[d] done ● ● ● ● ● ●

[dZ] judge ● ● ● ●

[e] chaos "closed e" ● ● ●

[E] fled, said ● ● ● ● ● ●

[E~] n/a nasalized [E] ●

[f] foe ● ● ● ● ● ●

[ɣ] n/a soft version of [ɡ] ●

[ɡ] give ● ● ● ● ● ●

[h] hope ● ●

[H] n/a similar to [w]; tongue forward ●
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IPA Guide
Below is a very basic guide to the International Phonetic Alphabet symbols used in IPANow! Online and the sounds they represent.

Language(s) in which this sound occurs:

IPA Symbol English Example(s) Notes English Latin Italian Spanish German French

[i] feet, seat ● ● ● ● ● ●

[I] fit ● ●

[j] yell, year "j glide" ● ● ● ● ● ●

[k] cold, kite ● ● ● ● ●

[l] love ● ● ● ● ● ●

[L] tell ye ● ●

[m] meet ● ● ● ● ● ●

[ɱ] n/a top teeth touch bottom lip ● ●

[n] never ● ● ● ● ● ●

[N] sing ● ● ● ●

[J] onion ● ● ● ●

[o] obey "closed o" ● ● ● ●

[O] fought "open o" ● ● ● ● ● ●

[o~] n/a nasalized [o] ●

[p] power ● ● ● ● ● ●

[r] n/a "rolled r" in Italian ● ● ●

[4] merry "flipped" r ● ● ● ● ●

[ɹ] drive "retroflex" or "American" r ●

[R] n/a "gutteral" or "uvular" r ● ●

[s] sort ● ● ● ● ● ●

[S] sure, shine ● ● ● ● ●

[t] time ● ● ● ● ● ●

[tS] cherish ● ● ● ● ●

rev. 12/2020

PhoneticSoft

ipanow.com Page 2 of 3



IPA Guide
Below is a very basic guide to the International Phonetic Alphabet symbols used in IPANow! Online and the sounds they represent.

Language(s) in which this sound occurs:

IPA Symbol English Example(s) Notes English Latin Italian Spanish German French

[θ] think unvoiced ● ●

[ð] gather voiced ● ●

[u] soon, tool ● ● ● ● ● ●

[U] book ● ●

[ʌ] thunder ●

[v] vase ● ● ● ● ● ●

[w] weave ● ● ● ● ● ●

[ʍ] while similar to [w]; add puff of air ●

[X] n/a similar to [C], but further back ● ●

[y] n/a lips: [i]   tongue/jaw: [u] ● ●

[Y] n/a lips: [I]   tongue/jaw: [U] ●

[z] zebra ● ● ● ● ● ●

[Z] vision voiced version of [ ʃ ] ● ●
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